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Deer Park Hotel, site

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 44D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Deer Park Hotel stood along Deer Park Hotel Road in the south-
west corner of Deer Park, Garrett County.
field with a State Highway Commission marker, briefly noting the
historical significance of the site, as the only evidence of the once

The site presently is a vacant
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Deer Park Hotel was built in 1873 by the Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad. John W. Garrett, President of the B & O and the person for
whom Garrett County was named, proposed the development of summer resorts
in the mountaing of Western Maryland in the 1860s. Plans, however, were
delayed by the Civil War but were launched in the 1870s. Several
"cottages" or houses were erected surrounding the hotel and leased on
an individual basis. The Deer Park Hotel was a popular resort and was
visited by many famous persons of the day. Presidents Grant, Harrison,
and Cleveland are said to have stayed here during their terms in office.
Cleveland and his bride honeymooned in cottage number 2. William McKinley
stopped here while campaigning for the presidency. Other notables
include W. W. Corcoran, Henry G. Davis, and Richard P. Hobson. The
hotel and cottages are believed to have been designed by Pennington and
Baldwin of Baltimore.
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Caleb, Wright, "Garrett Vacations in the Victorian Era,"

Maryland Magazine

Summer, 1969.
Interview with Robert Garrett, Deer Park, MD, April, 1975.
Weeks, Thekla Fundenberg.

Qakland Centennial History, 1849-1949. Oakland,

MD, Sincell Printing Co., 19149.
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length have tetrastyle Roman lonic porticos in
front of the second and third floors. The second-
story windows are trimmed with Renaissance-style
entablatures and heavy pediments supported on
scroll brackets. The courthouse is undoubtedly
the largest and best example of the Classical
Revival in Garrett County.

Very different from the styles that
preceded it is the Bungalow style, popular during
the late 1910s and throughout the 1920s. The
style moved east from its origins in California,
where it had drawn its inspiration from the houses
designed?’oby fFrank tloyd Wright and Bernard
Maybeck. Whereas houses from the Victorian era
were tall, vertical masses with high-peaked gables
and decorative woodwork, Bungalow-style houses
were predominantly horizontal and visually unified
beneath low-pitched roofs with wide overhanging
eaves. These houses were usually built in a
combination of materials, commonly brick and wood,
and often featured tall, narrow windows and
square, tapered posts supporting the front porch.

Examples of the Bungalow style are legion
in Garrett County, although they are more often
found in small towns than in isolated rural areas.
Some of the best examples are found in Kitzmiller,
along East Main Street in Grantsville, in
Friendsville where a few incorporate Spanish-
Colonial features, and in Swanton, Loch Lynn, and
Oakland.

The Burch House (G-1V-B-002) in Loch Lynn
is a one-story frame house with accentuated
horizontal features, low-pitched roofs with large
overhanging eaves, and windows that taper at the
top. It is completely covered with wood shingles.
An equally complex disposition of roofs is seen on
the house at 142 North Second Street (G-V1-A-017)
in Oaktand. Several other examples of the
Bungalow style may be found in Oakland on Second
Street, as well as on North Fourth Street and
South Third Street.

RESORT ARCHITECTURE IN GARRETT COUNTY

Blessed with natural beauty and a
healthful climate, in 1850 the Garrett County area
known as "“the Glades" lacked only dependable
transportation and the necessary capital for
development as a premier resort. Both needs were
met by the Baltimore and Chio Railroad. Under the
leadership of its far-sighted president, John W.
Garrett, the B&0 spent the next fifty years
exploiting the scenic appeal of southern Garrett
County. Garrett had advocated the building gf
resort hotels in Oakland as early as 1860,
wisely predicting the increase in prestige and
profits that would accrue to the railroad from
resorts it exclusively owned and operated. He
also realized such resorts must appeal to the

Gilded Age leisure class who had made a success
of similar hotels elsewhere in the country.

The Deer Park and Oaklggd hotels, built in
1873 and 1876 respectively,” represented the
fruition of Garrett's vision. Situated within
easy access of the B&O's new railroad stations,
both resorts benefitted from fast and frequent
train service. The hotels themselves, designed by
the B&0's favorgd architectural firm of Baldwin
and Pennington, provided the utmost in luxury
under the illusion of a rustic mountain retreat.
The Deer Park Hotel, laid out on a carefully
landscaped property several miles east of Oakland,
was particularly successful in combining the
amenities normatly found at fashionable
metropolitan hotels with such “country" activities
as swimming and tennis. The hotel, which was
expanded several times during the next twenty
years, was built in a version of the Swiss Alpine
style with spacious verandas and numerous
decorative towers and cupolas.

Shortly after one of the most extensive
additions at Deer Park had been completed in 1882,
a travel guide described the hotel as follows:

The main building at Deer Park has
by the recent improvements been
enlarged and the dining room
increased to double its former
capacity. Flanking either side of
the hotel are the new annexes--the
architecture of the Queen Anne
order--and their exterior adding
greatly to the ornamental
attractiveness of the place. They
are connected by light and
graceful passage-ways covered
overhead, and so arranged so as to
be closed on all sides in
inclement weather. In the west
annex is a ball-room--one of the
most spacious and best arranged?,io_
be found at any summer resort.

The principal attractions of these hotels
were the surrounding natural scenery and exclusive
clientete, features the B&%Stirelessly promoted
for the next forty years. A succession of
wealthy visitors, among them several U.S.
presidents, came to both Oakland and Deer Park.
Many visitors built large and expensive summer
houses of their own near the hotels. A number of
these, including those built for the president and
vice-president of the B&0, were al%% designed by
the firm of Baldwin and Pennington.

Despite their air of pseudo-rusticity and
the fact that they were invariably referred to as
“cottages," the houses at Deer Park were typical
of those found at fashionable upper-class summer
retreats elsewhere in the United States; their
owners would hardly have demanded less. Following
the tone set by the railroad hotels, the scale of
these houses was often impressive--many towered
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Deer Park Hotel. This hotel, built by the Baltimore and Ohio Rail-
road Company, opened for business July 4, 1873. It paved the way for
the development of this area as a resort. The hotel was an immediate
success and two wings were added in 1887. It became a gathering place
for well-known people in business and government. Among the noted
guests were Presidents Grant, Cleveland, and Harrison. The hotel con-
tinued in operation until 1929. During the Second World War it was

razed. (See the Glades Star, vol. 1, p. 334; vol. 2, p. 122.) Photo
courtesy Mrs. Robert J. Ruckert
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Feldstein, Albert L. Daer Pirk Hotel

1984 Feldstein's Historic Postcard Album of Garrett County. |
Cumberland, Maryland: Commercial Press Printing Company. '
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